THE patient, a girl, aged 12, had had a radical mastoid operation performed, but the ear did not get well, and she came under the exhibitor's care for other reasons. He found an oozing from the ear and at the site of the operation a diaphragm over the deeper part of the operation cavity with a very small opening in it, scarcely larger than a pin-hole. One disadvantage of the minuteness of the opening was that the antiseptic drops could not obtain entrance. He cocainized the ear and introduced a probe covered with cotton-wool and dilated the hole sufficiently to allow of the introduction of Hartmann's punch forceps (with the points turning upwards). With that he cut upwards and punched out a portion of the diaphragm; the opening was now about 4 mm. across, and on looking through it granulations could be seen; some of these he had removed with the punch forceps and a cutting ring, and in addition he had on several occasions injected a few drops of a 1 per cent. solution of chloride of zinc up the Eustachian tube. The ear was now doing well, and re-opening of the mastoid cavity had been avoided. Miss A., aged 23, had had discharge from her left ear for about ten years. The discharge issued from the attic, there being no perforation in the lower part of the membrane and no perforation sound on inflation; the hearing was very good (better than it would be after the complete mastoid operation). The exhibitor, therefore, performed the mastoid operation, retaining the ossicles and as much of the tympanic membrane as remained, and taking away the overhanging bone over the cavity from which the pus came. The diseased cavity was there-
sufficiently to allow of the introduction of Hartmann's punch forceps (with the points turning upwards). With that he cut upwards and punched out a portion of the diaphragm; the opening was now about 4 mm. across, and on looking through it granulations could be seen; some of these he had removed with the punch forceps and a cutting ring, and in addition he had on several occasions injected a few drops of a 1 per cent. solution of chloride of zinc up the Eustachian tube. of discharge from her right ear, which had lasted on and off since childhood, and had been worse during the last eighteen months; the lower portion of the tympanic muembrane was absent. The condition failed to respond to simple treatment, such as cleansing and the instillation of spirit drops through the meatus, and the question arose as to whether a radical mastoid operation would be necessary. However, the exhibitor decided to continue with the spirit drops a little longer, and in addition, at first twice a week, and then once, he injected a few drops of a 1 per cent. solution of chloride of zinc up the Eustachian tube through the Eustachian catheter; a little cocaine was first sprayed up the Eustachian catheter, then the chloride of zinc was blown in, and finally a few drops of paroleine were injected in order to drive the chloride of zinc right up into the tympailum. Speedy improvement ensued and at present there is no sign of pus.
